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Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr.  
Richard Osty      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Mark Wendling  
Dino Sanfillippo      Members Not Present    
Dennis Reidy      Yaser Elkayyal  
Paul Spass       Diane Galante   
       Christine Obbagy 

Jim Fuentes 
    
 
Chairman Walsh called the February 11, 2019 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:35 p.m. There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the 
minutes from the January 14, 2019 ECC meeting; motion carried.  
There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy, seconded by Richard Osty, to approve the agenda for 
tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Chairman’s Report – The Community Development report for January was distributed. There was some 
discussion about the projects listed. Patrick mentioned that TopTec was approved by the board. 
A commissioner questioned whether anyone from the village went down to Springfield to represent 
Tinley Park for the inauguration; Patrick mentioned that the mayor said he’d look into it and that’s the last 
he heard of it. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 
 
Cuzins’ OPA Code Compliance Grant: 
A rendering was passed out to review, showing an expansion into the vacant unit next door. The owner of 
Cuzin’s wants to add on to the back of his facility to accommodate more seating and bring it up to code 
compliance. He will be expanding the existing bathroom and adding a new bathroom, making them ADA 
compliant. Dennis Reidy made a motion to approve the request for the matching grant. The motion was not 
seconded; more discussion took place, discussing the costs listed as being highly elevated. It was thought 
that possibly the costs were for the entire buildout, not just the code compliant items. Patrick assured 
commissioners that all receipts turned in get reviewed before grant funds are distributed at which time 
irrelevant items can be rejected. Someone also goes to the site to verify that the work listed on the receipts 
was actually completed. 
A commissioner expressed his concern that the application should be more formal and include more than 
just an estimate that is submitted, such as a quote from one or two licensed general contractors with item 
specific costs listed. Another commissioner stated that the commission needs a better idea of the grants and 
why the businesses are in need of them and also what is the return on investment, especially on older 
buildings. 
After much discussion, an amended motion was made by Dennis Reidy to for the commission to approve 
the grant for a maximum amount of $15,000 (overall cost of $30,000, rather than the $47,990 cost estimate 
that was submitted). The motion was seconded by Paul Spass; all were in favor. 
It was determined that more discussion needs to take place on possibly amending the grants and perfecting 
the process of approving them. Some ideas were requiring two bids from licensed contractors, and having 
the Building Dept. help with determining and setting parameters of item specific projected costs.  
Also, have a check and balance system to measure how the village is benefiting from the grant monies give, 
such as: property tax revenue on what had been a vacant building, bringing additional jobs to the area, etc. 



 
Tinley Dental OPA Sign & Landscape Grants: 
They are only looking for a sign grant at this time, to add 12-inch letters to the side of the building with a 
project cost of $4,719.08. There was a motion made by Paul Spaas to approve a $2,359.54 sign grant, 
seconded by Dino Sanfillippo; all were in favor. 
A concern was expressed was that there was no return on investment on sign and landscape grants, just 
beautification and conformity. 
 
Other Grant Applications: 
There are no other applications to approve at this time. 
 
Staff Report –  
Patrick gave a North Street update stating that there is a project that might be discussed at the next meeting 
on an 116,000 square feet, 4-story mixed use structure with commercial units and 130 luxury rental units 
with a garage on the site of the old Central Middle School. 
Patrick also mentioned that the cameras that are going to be installed at 183rh & Harlem are license plate 
reading cameras, addressing a concern brought up at a meeting a few months ago. 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance.  
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Dino Sanfillippo and seconded by Paul Spaas, to adjourn the meeting. Vote 
by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 


